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THE VILLAGER
Editorial:

Welcome to The Villager. In these strange & difficult times I am most grateful to those 
who have contributed to this 79th issue of our Parish magazine. I think it would not be 
within the spirit of the current lockdown to ask my team of deliverers to go round the 
Parish delivering the Magazine, so the delivery arrangements will be:
-  An E copy can be found in The Villager section of the murton.org website
- Hilton & Murton copies will be placed in the village bus shelters.
- Brackenber copies will be in the box by the cattle grid
- People who live outside the 3 main villages are welcome to take a copy from one of 

the places mentioned above. I will check stocks for the month of February & add extra 
copies if these are required.

Let’s hope that things are moving towards the (new?) normal when the Spring issue is 
due.

I have received a number of comments suggesting that a significant number of people 
have moved in & out of the Parish in the last 18 months or so. Apparently not everyone 
receives The Villager (please let me know if this affects you & you would like to have 
copies delivered quarterly), & finally not everyone is on the email list used by Jules 
Price to circulate important messages & keep us all up to date. If you want to be added 
or deleted from Jules’ emails please email her at jules@hiltonworkshops.co.uk.

Please remember that The Villager is your magazine & depends on you for copy, so 
please let me have articles on anything you feel may be of interest to your fellow 
villagers. 

xxxxxxxxx

Snowdrop Window at Appleby 
Tourist Information Centre
One can read a lot into the ‘Snowdrop’ window at 
the Tourist Information Centre which is part of 
Appleby’s Window Wanderland event.


Snowdrops are so tough and reliable they flower in 
deepest winter when little else flowers and they 
come again and again every year.


However, symbolically, and I think in reality, they 
are synonymous with hope. They herald in the 
spring and a new start, a good symbol for our 

http://murton.org
mailto:jules@hiltonworkshops.co.uk
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times.


Moreover, they are my favourite flowers.  As soon I was given the Tourist Information 
Centre window to decorate I thought of snowdrops and wanted to show them as both 
strong and beautiful even though in reality they look frail and gentle.  Thanks to Jackie 
Watkinson for this.


How to create an Alpine Rockery: from Tina Wragg

Rockeries are a simple way of creating a simple garden retreat, perfect for a garden of 
any size. With a little work and care you can create a stunning garden focal point that 
will last through the seasons. Rockeries are low maintenance & can easily be adapted 
to fit in awkward or smaller spaces. You can build your rockery during any season, but 
Spring is the best time to plant your rockery. This will give the plants enough time to 
establish themselves before the winter sets in.

When selecting the location for your rockery keep the following tips in mind:

    - Check the direction your garden faces & locate your rockery to receive the 
maximum sun.

   - Avoid shaded or boggy areas

   - Avoid covering water or power cables to which you may require access in future.

   - Don’t position the rockery against a wall or fence, or over manhole covers.
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With the area identified, draw up a rough plan. The rockery should look natural, with 
flowing curves, and varying heights. Think about the choice of rocks, decorative stone 
and plants. Look at local rocks or stone that works well with other hard landscaping in 
your garden, for example existing paving or walling.

Your plan may look straightforward on paper, but it’s easy to lose track of it once you’re 
in the garden, especially when building a large rockery packed with heavy rocks.

To avoid this:

•Mark out the area with sand to help you visualise the site.

•Use the sand to mark where the rocks will go

If you have a patio or unsuitable garden, you can still have a rock garden. Build your 
own mini alpine rockery in a stone trough or old stone sink. Whatever you use, just 
remember to give it good drainage and a sunny spot.

How to build your rockery:

Step 2
If drainage is a problem, add a 15cm to 20cm deep base made from broken bricks and 
rubble mixed with gravel to aid drainage. This drainage base will also make a solid 
support for the main rocks.

Step 3
Add a layer of weed control fabric over the area to prevent the planting soil from falling 
down into the drainage base.

Step 4
Alpines like a really well drained soil. This is mixed with equal parts of multi-purpose 
compost, sharp sand and grit, but this can be adjusted for individual plant’s 
requirements. Place the mix in a wheelbarrow and mix it well together by turning over 
with a garden fork. Add a base layer of this mix to your site for the main rocks to sit on, 
the amount will vary depending on your requirements.

Step 5
Position the largest rockery stones first to create the desired height and levels. Try and 
make it look natural and this may mean moving the rocks around and taking a step back 
to check their positioning. This part will be time consuming and hard work, so enlist the 
help of a friend to help move the rocks. A crow bar will come in handy to move the rocks 
into their final position. Partially bury the rocks in hollows, this not only provides stability 
to the rockery but it also gives a much more natural effect than laying them on the 
surface. This might mean moving the rock and digging it in after it is placed.

Step 6
Add more of the soil mix across the rockery, spreading it out with a rake or by hand 
between the rocks. Try not to stand on or compact the mix. Add the remaining rocks and 
top up the soil mix to infill between the rocks and create planting pockets where require
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Step 7
Give the rockery a good soaking and leave it to settle for at least a few days before 
topping up with extra soil where required. Larger rockeries may need longer for the soil 
to settle into all the gaps, but it’s worth the wait to eliminate air pockets.

Step 8
Use this downtime to read the plant labels and set out your plants, in their pots, onto the 
rockery. Take into account their eventual height and spread and move them around until 
you get the best arrangement. It may initially look bare, but they will soon spread out 
and fill the rockery.

Step 9
After the rockery has settled, it’s time to get planting. Careful planting gets plants off to a 
good start and helps keep them healthy. Plant one at a time and make the hole deep 
enough to allow the plant to be at the same depth as it was in its pot. Use a hand trowel 
to dig the holes and make sure the surrounding soil is gently firmed in after planting.

Step 10
Top-dress around the collar of the plants with a layer of grit, gravel or decorative alpine 
stones. Not only will this display the plants better, but also deter slugs, aid drainage and 
help retain the soil below.

Keep it clean
If you can, it’s a good idea to wash the decorative gravel first to remove any excess soil 
and give the stones an instant sparkle to help show-off the plants.

 Step 11
Once all the plants are planted and dressed, the rest of the rockery can be easily top-
dressed with more grit or gravel to a depth of about 2cm. You could also fill in any 
sparse areas between the plants and rocks with groups of pebble or smaller rocks.

Step 12
Brush away any grit or soil from the rocks with a brush.

Step 13
Water the plants thoroughly after planting. Use a fine spray to avoid washing away the 
top-dressing and planting compost. Depending on the weather, water the plants 
regularly until the plants become established. If you can, use collected rainwater instead 
of tap water.

Step 14
 Once established, a rockery is low-maintenance and does not require feeding or 
pruning and little or no watering. Keep an eye out for weeds and remove them as soon 
as they appear. Deadhead any spent alpine flowers and put them on the compost heap. 
Alpine need sunlight, so when autumn arrives, remove any fallen leaves from nearby 
trees that cover the rockery and cut back any overgrown plants. Don’t forget to keep the 
plant labels for tips on care and maintenance. Some of the alpines, especially 
succulents, can be easily divided into new plants to fill any gaps in the future.
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With thanks to John & Carolyn Sykes:

Famous residents of Hilton – Sir Richard Pearson

Richard Pearson was born on the 8th of February 1731 at Langton Hall near Appleby-in-

Westmorland the eldest son of Richard and Hannah Pearson and was baptised on 8 April at St 

Michaels Church, Bongate. 

I have not been able to identify where Langton Hall was. Perhaps he “gentrified” his early history 

at a later date to hide his humble beginnings? 

According to the Westmorland Michaelmas Sessions Richard Pearson of Langton (presumably his 

father) was to appear on 29 August 1737 “for discharge from prison - with a list of creditors to 

whom notice was sent”. Richard Pearson (the elder) died in 1742.

Other contemporary records put the Pearson family as resident at Langton Close House – again 

where is or was that located?

Richard Pearson attended Appleby School from 1741 to 1745. In November 1745 he joined the 

Navy sailing as Midshipman on the warship Dover, moving afterwards to the Seaford, commanded 

by his cousin Captain John Wilson. He left the navy to join the East India Company in 1750 but 

returned five years later, and in 1755 was promoted lieutenant of the Elizabeth, Captain John 

Montagu, seeing service off France. In 1757 he went out to the East Indies aboard the Elizabeth and

on that station he was severely wounded in action against the French.

After several years on ships in the Caribbean and Quebec he was appointed Commodore in charge 

of the Serapis a 44 gun ship in March 1778. On 23 September 1779 whilst escorting a Baltic trade 

convoy with the hired ship Countess of Scarborough, he came upon a squadron commanded by the 

American rebel John Paul Jones off Flamborough Head in Yorkshire. Having engaged Jones ship, 

the Bonhomme Richard, the Serapis pulverised her almost into submission before suffering the 

misfortune of a massive explosion on her gun-deck, which, considering the presence of two other 

enemy frigates, meant that Pearson could no

longer defend his ship. After surrendering the

Serapis and eventually being returned to Britain

via the Netherlands, he was acquitted of blame for

her loss. and commended for saving the convoy at

his court martial on 10 March 1780. He

subsequently received many awards and was

knighted for his brave resistance to the superior

force, prompting Jones to remark “should I have

the good fortune to fall in with him again I’ll make

a lord of him”. 

A detailed blow-by-blow account of his battle with

John Paul Jones appeared in the 1885 publication

“History, Topography and Directory of

Westmorland” edited by T. F. Bulmer under the

section recording the history of Hilton and

Murton. 

He married Margaret Harrison of Whitfield Brow

(now Eden Grove), Bolton near Appleby in1769

and had four sons and two daughters including Vice-Admiral Richard Harrison Pearson.

In 1790 Sir Richard retired to a position at Greenwich Hospital where he succeeded Captain 

William Locker as lieutenant-governor in 1800. He died at the hospital in January 1806.
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Civic	News		February	2021:	

Here we are, in lockdown again. Sadly we lost another member of our community in 
January, and our thoughts & condolences are with Pat Laverty and his family on the 
loss of Lydia.


At our recent PC meeting we discussed the problems arising from the recent winter 
weather. We have raised our concerns about the slow refilling of the grit boxes 
throughout the parish despite numerous telephone calls & emails to the Highways Dept 
at Cumbria County Council. We were supported in our efforts to resolve the problem by 
both Cllr W Patterson (EDC) and Cllr Andy Connell (CCC) who also took part in our 
discussions on Monday evening. We agreed the following strategy:


•Neither of our access roads are priority roads for gritting, and we will not be able to 
expect a gritter in any of the villages.


•The grit boxes will be our main way to keep the roads accessible in icy and snowy 
conditions.


Therefore we have to be self-sufficient.


1.When the conditions deteriorate please remember to carry a shovel of some sort 
to collect grit from the boxes if you need it.


2.When the grit boxes are one third full, contact the CCC Highways Dept either on-
line or by telephone (tel 0300 303 2992) and advise them of the log the bins which 
need to be refilled. The sooner this is done, the sooner we receive refills as delivery 
is made in strict order of logging.


Highways 0300 303 2992


Website www.cumbria.gov.uk/roads-transport/highways-pavements/
reporting-problem-on-highway/wdm/default.asp


1.When you log the job, you will be given a Reference Number beginning W21.  
Please forward this reference to our clerk, June Watson (tel 017683 52851 or email: 
clerk@murton.org.uk) who will coordinate our requests and follow up with the 
Highways Dept.  There is no limit on the number of people logging the lack of grit, 
or any other highways fault (eg pot holes, blocked gullies etc) so the more who do, 
the better!


2.We are requesting more grit boxes, particularly along the main road to Appleby 
(C3306). We’ve done this before without much success but we have discussed the 
particular problems experienced this year due to lockdown and the pandemic.


Moving on, several residents have raised the increasing problem with dog fouling in 
both Hilton and Murton, particularly around the car parks at the top ends of the 
villages. Most dog owners are very responsible and collect the dog dirt in bags and 
dispose in the bins provided at both carparks. However the few who don’t are making 
it unpleasant for everyone else. Dog fouling is an offence and the villages are covered 
by the Public Spaces Protection Order.


http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/roads-transport/highways-pavements/reporting-problem-on-highway/wdm/default.asp
http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/roads-transport/highways-pavements/reporting-problem-on-highway/wdm/default.asp
mailto:clerk@murton.org.uk
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The Dog Warden informs us that ‘Dog fouling must be removed immediately and 
disposed of appropriately in a litter bin or household bin bag. Failure to do this may 
result in a £75 Fixed Penalty Notice or a potential prosecution where the fine can be up 
to £1000. Community Wardens and the Police can issue Fixed Penalty Notices for this 
offence.’


Councillors are taking this problem very seriously within the villages. We shall be 
putting up notices and would ask all residents to act responsibly and point out the 
notices to any visitors who allow their dogs to foul our greens, verges and carparks 
without collecting the offending result.


Finally, the budget for next year was finalised with a minimal increase of 50p on a Band 
D property. This small amount is needed to offset the increase in cost of the footway 
lighting which will only attract a 25% rebate from EDC. The minutes of the meeting are 
available on our website: www.murton.org.uk.


Our annual meeting will be held on-line on Monday 1st March at 7.30pm. Councillors 
will be attending and as usual, I shall be giving a report on Council issues. We hope 
residents will also attend and raise any issues that you think we have missed or should 
know about. Details of how to attend will be put on the noticeboards & the website 
within the next few weeks.


Barbara Govan, Chair of Murton Parish Council


Our Virtual Institute:   John Wragg

in the last edition of The Villager the idea of a “Virtual Institute” was suggested. The 
concept was to have three parts, to reflect how The Institute is laid out & how it is used: 

The Meeting Room will be a store of material which may interest those who live in this 
Fellside community. material might include old photographs, guides to the locality, 
histories of the villages, stories of people & families who have lived here for generations 
& introductory material for newcomers to the Parish.

The Foyer will be a point of contact for people in the community, information from local 
interest groups, details of events at The institute, sales, wants & services offered by 
local people.

The Hall will be a celebration of what the community does in our wonderful lottery 
funded Village Hall, plus anything local people wish to share with their neighbours. 

This “Virtual Institute” application now exists, has been tested, & can be accessed by 
anyone in the Parish with internet access. The application is NOT a public website, but 
a Private Network - all information is confidential to the 150 or so households within the 
Parish. It will take time to give everyone access to the site, but you can preview the site 
to see what is there at the moment and think of things you may wish to see added.
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Access with windows PC: 
Go to “Start”, open Windows Accessories Programs, and select Remote Desktop 
Connection Accessory. Click on it & then enter the detail below. (You may have to EDIT 
& select MORE CHOICES to alter the default connection).

Computer:      hiltonmurton.blogsite.org

User Name:    Institute

Password:       Guest1?    (Capital G, add “uest” , number 1 & 
question mark.

Apple access:  Download the FREE Microsoft Remote Desktop app from the Apple 
Store, install it & then input as above. You can find the app at  
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/remote-desktop-mobile/id714464092

For a personal connection please email hiltonmurtoninstitute@mail.com giving your 
name & address & we will get back to you.
                                                     

http://hiltonmurton.blogsite.org
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/remote-desktop-mobile/id714464092
mailto:hiltonmurtoninstitute@mail.com
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Tom	Newton,	Linda	and	Keith	Lowthian	
Many of you may have walked up Scordale over the Christmas period and seen the two 
wreaths attached to the bridge across the beck.

Sadly they remember three members of one family who have sadly passed away over a 
2 month period this autumn. Keith Lowthian was first in late September, following a long 
illness. Linda was slowly coming to terms with her loss when she, her daughter Kerry & 
her dad, Tom, fell victim to Covid-19. Kerry thankfully recovered but Linda and Tom 
passed away in Carlisle Infirmary on 6th and 13th December respectively.  

The family moved to Hilton from Appleby when Kerry was at primary school and 
became popular and well-known members of the community. Tom was a keen fell 
walker and naturalist, walking the fells regularly while he was able but continued to walk 
around the village daily throughout the pandemic, wearing his distinctive tyrolean tweed 
hat with the feather in the band. He knew every footpath in the area and could tell 
anyone interested about the history of the fells around us. He came from Cleator Moor 
and moved to Appleby with his wife Laura and children Stewart and Linda to work at 
British Gypsum as a fitter. Laura worked for Richard & Barbara Govan at their dental 
practice until her death in 1990. Tom took on the job of teaching first aid at the gypsum 
plant until he retired, and was able to use his skills within the community when he and 
Linda worked as volunteers in the Hilton and Murton First Responders Group. In the last 
few years he was a regular at our Community Lunches.

Linda went to London when she left school, making her home in Ipswich and travelling 
into London to work. She developed business skills working with a scaffolding firm 
which she was able to develop when she came home, initially working with Keith in his 
cleaning firm and then providing financial services and book keeping to small 
businesses in the upper Eden Valley. She had an infectious laugh and loved to party, 
joining the rest of the ‘girls’ in the villages when she could on any outings, especially if 
they involved a meal and a wee drink. Her door was always open, she always had the 
kettle boiling and insisted on visitors having something to eat no matter the day or time. 
Linda was a supreme optimist, never letting things get her down and always looked on 
the bright side of life despite on-going health problems.
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They will be sadly missed and our condolences and thoughts are with Kerry and her 
partner, Tom.

FELLSIDERS

Greetings Ladies and hopefully we will have a more positive New 
Year . .  .The last time we all met was at our Ladies Dinner last March . . little 
did we know that the first lockdown would be announced a few weeks later. 
Many of you paid your subs that night for the 2020 season, rest assured 
they will be rolled over to cover this years membership. As you know the 
membership covers guest speakers expenses, underwriting some of the 
cost of coach trips and being able to make donations to certain charities.  
We normally organise an evening meal and raffle in aid of Curry Aid, a local 
charity that supports a chidren's orphanage in southern India. In the past our 
donation has helped purchase bunk beds, mattresses, shoes and school 
clothes, books , paper and pens for the young students. From time to time 
Fellsiders receives a letter from the Correspondant at the orphanage. As we 
haven't had to pay out any speakers expenses and after consultation with a 
few Fellsiders we made a donation of £100 to Curry Aid. Jesse and Alan 
Oddy were very touched, and the 2020 donations will be sent as soon as 
possible.

Now what are we going to  do during 2021 ?. .we do not know when 
restrictions will be tweaked, permitting meetings of 30 or less. We don’t 
know whether last year's speakers are available for this year.  It has been 
suggested that Fellsiders meetings be changed to every other month, what 
do our members think?? It is becoming more challenging to organise 
affordable coach trips to places of interest. We really miss Robinson's 
coaches.   Please do have a think and let us know either by phone or email. 
Remember everyone is welcome to suggest a guest speaker and help  
organise an evening or day out.  Let’s hope we will be able to meet again 
after Easter. . .we should have had our vaccinations by then    All the very 
best Tina, Joy and Dorothy

Regards, Tina Wragg. Email:tinawragg7@gmail.com, Tel:+441768353642.

HIGHLIGHTS

The next Highlights performance at Murton Village Institute will (hopefully) 
be on Saturday June 19th, a one act play " Old Herbaceous”. This is a 
wonderful story of the life of a Head Gardener from a large victorian estate.  

mailto:tinawragg7@gmail.com
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The performance has been re arranged due to the current covid restrictions. 
I have seen Peter Macqueen in several performances at Theatre by the 
Lake in Keswick, and was spellbound when I saw this particular play several 
years ago. Most of the tickets will be available online and all covid 
restrictions will be adhered to.

I am really looking forward to arranging an event at the Institute,  the  
building is such an important asset to our community, and events such as 
Coffee 'n Craic and Soup and a Pud , Fellsiders and Badminton  have been 
sorely missed. I hope everyone is keeping well, all the best Tina Wragg

Regards, Tina Wragg. Email:tinawragg7@gmail.com, Tel:+441768353642.

                                ————————————-

National Census Day 21st March 2021:

The UK holds a National Census once every 10 years. As it says above, the next 
National Census is on Sunday 21st March. Completion of the Census is compulsory for 
everyone, in every household in the UK. It is hoped that the vast majority of people will 
complete the form “on line” but help is available for those who find this difficult - a paper 
form can be provided if necessary. I have been provided with quite a lot of literature by 
Gary Brady, Census Engagement Manager (North Cumbria) but this does not fit easily 
into The Villager. I will try & get all the literature he has provided onto the Parish website - 
murton.org & will let you know by email, & by notices on Village Noticeboards, when this 
has been done.

Messages on our Rubbish Bags:

Some of you may recall that the dates for collection of rubbish & re-cycling were changed 
over Christmas. The changes had been notified to us by messages on the blue rubbish 
bags send out in the previous weeks. I won’t name the sad individual who read the note 
on his rubbish bag, but isn’t it good that we are all different & someone does read these 
messages! Thanks to our colleagues who read rubbish bags, & remember to read yours 
from now on!!!!

mailto:tinawragg7@gmail.com
http://murton.org
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Delivery of The 
Villager:

This photo gives one reason why 
i don’t mind delivering The 
Villager! However, I do wonder 
whether the days of paper copies 
& delivery are coming to an end. 
It now costs around £500 per 
year to have the magazine 
printed, to which the time of our 

delivery team needs to be 
added. Before Covid, the 

arrangements were that the 
Parish Council paid for 2 issues 
each year & the other 2 issues 
were funded by collections from 
Social Events in The Institute, 
such as Coffee & Craic. We are 
now out of funds (although I do 
have offers from some very kind 
individuals to pay for a few 
editions). However, I do wonder 
whether the time has come to 
consider ending paper copies 
altogether, now that almost all 

households are on the internet & 
so could access The Villager if it were on the Parish website: www.murton.org.uk

I realise that we may have a few people whose circumstances mean that they cannot 
use the internet but wonder, if their number is so small, that we might meet their needs 
by friends & neighbours printing off a copy for them.

Moving to an internet based magazine would enable The Villager to be much more 
responsive & up to date. For example, when we getback to “the new normal” we could 
have monthly updates rather than being restricted to quarterly issues - almost always 
reporting what has happened, rather than being a real time forum. 

So, I am looking to start a debate. For starters, the website is owned by the Parish 
Council. Would the Council be willing to allow the Villager to use it’s website? How 
many people would be inconvenienced by the loss of paper copies of The Villager? 
Please let me have your thoughts, details of people who would be seriously 
inconvenienced by the loss of a paper copy of The Villager etc.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Richard King - editor
richard.anne.king@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07831637927

http://www.murton.org.uk
mailto:richard.anne.king@hotmail.co.uk
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