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THE VILLAGER 
Editorial: 
Welcome to the 72nd edition of The Villager. As always, many thanks to those who have 
contributed to this edition. I would ask newcomers to the villages to consider letting me have a 
paragraph (and possibly photo) or two introducing themselves. I am sure this will help you 
integrate more quickly into our community. 


Many of you will know that representatives of the Parish Council, The Commoners & interested 
individuals invested considerable time and effort in attending the Public Enquiry into the Army’s 
request to de-register land on the Warcop firing range from the Commons Register. Although 
their arguments were successful in respect of Murton Fell, they were unsuccessful in respect of 
Hilton Fell & the rest of the range. That in no way reduces the enormous effort put in. The subject 
was incredibly complex, both technically & legally, requiring study of hundreds of pages of 
documents & an understanding of the legal concept of Waste of the Manor - nothing to do with 
sewage - but rather Manorial Land which was neither let to tenants nor formed part of demesne 
lands. Thanks to those who fought our corner with such vigour.


Copy for the May issue by Saturday 4th May 2019 please!


Richard King: Editor 01768352308 : Email: richard.anne.king@hotmail.co.uk


Civic News: 
On behalf of the councillors and myself, I would like to wish you Happy New Year. 


I can start the year on a positive note by telling you that councillors have received the 
revised plan for Hilton Bridge widening scheme – we are assured that there is a will to 
continue with the project 2019-2010, but that the project has had to be revised to 
reduce the costs to an acceptable level for the CCC budget. This has meant that 
instead of creating a 2-way road over the bridge, the contractor is proposing to just 
widen the carriageway to accommodate larger vehicles but would remain single file. 
The revised plan includes the extra arch on the upstream side and the raised parapets 
from the original plan. The councillors will be considering these plans at the next PC 
meeting on 4th Feb.


The councillors discussed the budget for next year at length at the last meeting, and we 
have reluctantly increased the precept to cover our increased costs. The PC has an 
annual precept of £3895 (2018-19) to meet expenses, cover our administrative costs, to 
maintain the Parish assets such as the defibrillators, noticeboards, public seating in the 
villages and on Brackenber Moor and the cemetery, and to cover the cost of any 
expenses arising from such projects as the creation of wildflower meadows on the 
greens. We have endeavoured to keep any increases in the precept to a minimum over 
the last few years allowing us to build up a small reserve for contingencies that could 
not be anticipated when setting the budget. 


In 2019-20 the expenses will increase as we take on responsibility for the three street 
lights in Hilton & Murton. The grass cutting contract for the cemetery has been renewed 
at an annual cost of £720, and our anticipated administrative costs of £2722.00 include 
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a mandatory contribution towards possible election costs in May and our clerk’s salary 
& expenses. Costs associated with cemetery wall repairs and removal of some trees 
have caused us the biggest headache as costs are anticipated to be around £2550.00.


Following discussion at the PC meeting in November, tenders were sought for the 
thinning of the cemetery trees. Councillors met with representatives from three 
specialist companies and other interested parties to seek advice on the number of 
leylandii trees that required removal. There was general agreement that the trees that 
are on the south east wall are too tall and wind movement is undermining the wall to 
such an extent that holes are appearing after each gale, and in the worst cases, the wall 
has collapsed completely. The trees had been allowed to grow without any 
maintenance over many years, and as the damage sustained by one of the leylandii on 
the north-west side shows clearly just before Christmas, they need urgent attention. 
Councillors met in December to consider the tenders for removal of six trees and 
accepted the lowest tender of £1850.00 + vat. Fortunately we can reclaim the VAT but 
we have also been told that any tree felling has to be completed before the end of 
March as Leylandii are a popular nesting habitat.


Our reserves will be largely depleted as this was not included in the budget for this year. 
Therefore councillors have no option but to increase the precept by approximately £3 
per household to cover the extra expenditure and to replace a proportion of the 
reserves to allow for any unknown expenditure next year.


On a more positive note, felling the trees is a one-off expenditure and we hope that this 
should solve the on-going problem of damage to the cemetery walls.


We would like to thank the Schug family for allowing the tree surgeons to fell the trees 
into their field to avoid any damage to the headstones. The wood will be stored within 
the cemetery  – leylandii wood needs at least 2 years to dry sufficiently to be burnable I 
am told – and a decision about disposal will be made at a later date.


We are delighted to welcome anyone at our council meetings, so perhaps we shall see 
you on Monday 4th Feb at 7.30pm in Murton Institute.


Barbara Govan, Chair   Murton Parish Council 

Shortmat Bowling: 
The Institute has been donated two second-hand shortmat carpets which on initial 
inspection appear to be in pretty good condition.  Before making any final decision as to 
whether they should be kept it is necessary to establish if there is any interest in having 
shortmat bowls sessions on a regular basis.  To make it worthwhile I think we would need a 
nucleus of at least a dozen or so people showing an interest. If you could let me know if you 
might be interested by giving me a ring on 52133 I would be most grateful.  If there was 
enough interest I would be very happy to organise an initial meeting in order to try the 
game.  It really is good fun and a two hour session would be more than sufficient to give 
you a good idea if you were likely to enjoy game.


I eagerly await you making contact with me!!


Dave Sampson, Townhead Farmhouse, Hilton
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Ba#le’s	Over	
Murton’s	Tribute	

			How	we	
remembered	

			them	

Quite	a	while	ago,	Major	Mick	Lynch	of	Warcop	Training	Centre	kindly	offered	to	provide	
a	gas-fired	beacon	and	to	organise	a	party	of	willing	volunteers	to	take	it	to	the	top	of	
Murton	Pike	on	11th	November.	
Come	the	day	and	about	thirty	of	us,	I	esHmate,	trudged	onwards	and	upwards	from	the	
car	park,	making	our	way	to	the	windswept	summit.	

We	were	a	diverse	group	and	soon	spread	out,	but	everyone	got	to	the	top	in	good	Hme	
to	await	the	arrival	of	our	visitors.		Our	sense	of	anHcipaHon	increased	when	we	saw	
vehicle	headlights	coming	beyond	the	car	park	and	up	the	road	towards	us.	
Just	a	liKle	later,	we	could	see	torches	and	dim	outlines	approaching.		Soon,	we	were	
joined	by	Major	Richard	Ellis,	together	with	a	colleague	and	a	party	of	cadets	from	the	
Penrith	detachment	of	the	Cumbria	Army	Cadet	Force.	
It	took	just	a	few	minutes	for	them	to	rig	up	the	beacon	on	a	tripod	and	connect	a	gas	
cylinder.		Once	that	was	working	reliably,	the	real	tributes	could	begin.	

Nine	members	of	this	parish	perished	in	WW1	and	a	personal	tribute	was	read	for	each	
of	them,	each	reading	being	presented	by	a	different	cadet.	
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Barbara	Govan	spoke	warm	words	of	thanks	to	our	guests,	inviHng	them	to	join	us	at	the	
InsHtute.			

Before	following	the	rest	of	us	down,	the	cadets	had	a	bit	of	fun	in	the	dark	with	coloured	glow	
sHcks.	

I	know	some	folk,	especially	those	unable	to	be	up	there	in	person,	would	have	loved	a	giganHc	
bonfire	at	the	top	of	Murton	Pike.		While	a	grand	gesture	in	principle,	I	do	not	believe	it	would	
have	been	more	appropriate,	or	more	moving,	than	what	did	take	place	up	there.	

The	fesHviHes	at	the	InsHtute	were	well	aKended	and	enjoyed	by	all	with	no	details	necessary	
from	me.		I	will	add,	though,	that	together	with	the	Quiz	Night,	£74.87	was	raised	for	BriHsh	
Legion.	

Jim	Hardman	
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The	Older	Man	of	Hoy:	Frank	Price	
A	few	summers	ago	I	hatched	a	plot	to	climb	
each	of	the	three	big	Scottish	sea	stacks	in	
one	trip.	These	are,	the	Old	Man	of	Hoy	up	in	
the	Orkneys,	Am	Buachaille	in	the	far	
northwest	and	the	Old	Man	of	Stoer	in	
Assynt.		This	was	quite	an	undertaking	and	
not	surprisingly	we	fell	along	way	short	of	
completing	the	challenge.	However,	we	did	
succeed	in	getting	up	the	Old	Man	of	Hoy…	

(Opposite:	The	Old	Man	of	Hoy	from	the	
beach).	

Standing	450	ft	high,	this	is	the	most	
impressive	sea	stack	in	Britain	and	not	
surprisingly	it	attracts	an	awful	lot	of	
attention.	First	climbed	in	1966	by	a	trio	of	
climbers	(Tom	Patey,	Rustie	Baillie	and	Chris	
Bonnington)	it	has	staged	televised	climbing	
on	numerous	occasions	and	has	had	several	
notable	ascents	not	least	being	Chis	
Bonnington	re-climbing	it	(with	local	hero	Leo	

Houlding)	for	his	80th	birthday.	I	can	only	hope	I	am	so	fit	in	20	years’	time!		

It’s	often	said	of	the	Old	Man	that	getting	to	the	foot	of	it	is	the	hardest	part.	I	don’t	
actually	agree	with	this,	but	it	is	definitely	the	second	hardest	bit.	Being	stuck	on	the	far	

coast	of	Hoy,	first	you	have	to	get	to	Thurso,	
then	take	a	ferry	to	Orkney	Mainland	(from	
this	you	get	a	superb	and	terrifying	sea	level	
view	of	the	old	Man	on	the	way	past),	then	a	
second	ferry	to	Hoy	followed	by	a	minibus	taxi	
ride	to	Rackwick	Bay.	From	here	a	30	minute	
walk	gets	you	to	the	top	of	the	400	ft	cliffs	
opposite	the	stack	itself.	From	its	position	
plonked	in	the	north	Atlantic	the	Old	Man	
gets	every	bit	of	weather	going	from	any	
direction	and	this	shows.	The	rotting	Orcadian	
sandstone	that	forms	the	stack	isn’t	wearing	
well.	Half	of	it	fell	down	in	the	late	1850’s	and	
the	rest	is	apparently	about	to	go	at	any	
minute.	Scrambling	down	the	steep	grassy	
slopes	opposite	the	stack	is	quite	an	
experience	and	the	rubble	field	from	the	
collapse	is	a	stark	reminder	of	what	will	
eventually	happen	to	the	rest	of	it;	“just	not	
today”	is	all	you	can	hope	for.	
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(Opposite:	The	scary	pitch}.	

The	rock	climbing	on	the	stack	is	in	
the	main	relatively	straightforward.	
I	led	the	first	of	five	pitches	which	is	
quite	easy,	the	angle	is	friendly	and	
at	only	70	ft	it	serves	as	a	nice	
warm	up	for	the	main	event	which	
is	the	120	ft	of	pitch	2.	This	begins	
with	the	one	of	worst	of	all	aspects	
of	climbing	–	going	downwards,	
followed	by	a	traverse	and	then	an	
overhanging	sandy	chimney/
groove.	To	avoid	rope	drag,	the	
leader	has	no	choice	but	not	to	
place	protection	for	the	down	climb	
or	the	traverse;	this	is	sort	of	OK	for	
them	as	their	rope	is	initially	going	
down	to	them,	but	when	it’s	your	
turn	to	go	second	the	rope	drops	
away	in	a	sickening	arch	of	30	ft	
with	the	prospect	of	a	truly	
memorable	pendulum	should	you	
part	company	with	the	rock.	I	was	

climbing	with	two	partners	and	went	last	on	this	pitch,	on	reaching	the	overhanging	groove	
I	took	out	all	but	one	of	the	bits	protection	the	leader	had	placed	in	the	cracks	and	started	
up	the	groove.	The	useable	holds	push	you	outwards,	it’s	all	horribly	sandy	(the	more	you	
rub	the	sand	away	the	more	sand	you	produce,	Orcadian	sandstone	isn’t	a	very	sound	rock)	
and	the	overhanging	nature	forces	you	to	lean	out	more	and	more	on	ever	sandier	holds	
until	with	one	massive	pull	you	can	get	established	in	the	inner	groove	with	better	holds.	Or	
so	it	seemed.	Once	in	the	foot	of	the	upper	groove	with	the	end	insight	I	realised	my	rope	
was	going	downwards	to	the	last	remaining	piece	of	kit	placed	in	the	rock	that	I	couldn’t	
now	reach	to	unclip	the	rope	as	it	was	buried	far	back	at	the	top	of	the	overhanging	groove	
and	only	reachable	from	below…	Nothing	for	it,	I	had	to	down	climb	the	bit	I	had	just	done,	
re-climb	the	lower	groove,	retrieve	the	kit,	down	climb	the	groove	and	then	re-climb	the	
pitch	up	to	the	upper	cracks.	This	was	all	very	vexing.	

We	had	decided	at	the	bottom	that	I	would	lead	the	entire	climb	except	for	pitch	2,	so	I	
now	had	to	get	in	shape	for	the	rest	of	the	climb,	there	was	no	sympathy	flowing	for	my	
terrors	on	pitch	2.	The	next	two	pitches	covering	200	ft	had	the	highest	entertainment	
factor	as	they	went	through	the	fulmar	colony	that	resides	on	the	landward	face	of	the	
stack.	These	birds	have	a	quirky	method	of	discouraging	predators	–	they	projectile	vomit	
on	them.	Imagine	salmon-pink	oily	gloop	that	resembles	soap	that	has	been	left	to	liquify	
that	smells	of	THE	most	intense	and	concentrated	fish	oil	you	can	conceive,	plus	a	bit.	The	
other	quirk	of	the	fulmar	is	its	unerring	accuracy	in	the	vomiting	business,	if	there	was	a	
world	cup	these	guys	would	win	hands-down	every	time,	no	question.	A	week	later,	after	
several	hot	washes	all	the	clothes	I	wore	that	day	were	consigned	to	the	bin,	double	
wrapped.	For	years	people	would	get	in	the	car	and	ask,	“have	you	been	eating	fish?”	
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The	top	pitch	was	pleasant	in	comparison	to	the	rest	but	no	less	odd.	It	takes	you	70	ft	up	a	
clean	looking	corner	that	has	the	Atlantic	winds	blowing	into	it	from	both	directions	from	
cracks	that	run	right	through	the	entire	structure.	Once	there	you	realise	that	the	top	of	the	
stack	is	comprised	of	three	towers	(it	probably	was	four,	but	one	is	now	on	the	beach)	that	
seen	highly	precarious	resting	on	the	plinth	of	the	lower	part	of	the	stack.	I	can’t	say	for	
certain,	but	to	me	they	definitely	seemed	to	be	swaying.	It	was	a	bit	like	being	in	a	live	
game	of	Jenga	only	with	rather	more	serious	consequences	in	the	event	of	a	collapse!	Once	
on	the	top	we	didn’t	linger	as	a	storm	was	approaching	and	the	minibus	taxi	was	booked.	

The	abseil	descent	was	uneventful,	at	first	anyway.	To	get	down	the	overhanging	pitch	2	you	
need	a	rope	to	be	in	place	tied	off	at	the	bottom	and	top	of	the	pitch,	you	then	use	this	to	
pull	yourself	back	into	the	rock	and	so	counteract	the	overhang.	There	was	one	in	place	
when	we	got	there	so	we	just	decided	to	use	that.	When	we	got	to	it	though	(me	going	first	
again,	I	wonder	why…?)	it	had	been	worn	through	by	the	gales	and	sand	to	its	last	few	
strands	(there	were	literally	only	about	20	or	so	left	from	a	10	mm	thick	rope)	so	pulling	all	
my	weight	back	to	the	rock	it	seemed	as	though	I’d	snap	it	and	be	left	hanging	in	space	70	
ft	above	the	beach	swaying	freely	to	and	fro	wondering	what	the	hell	to	do	to	get	off.	The	
final	sting	in	a	tiring	day	was	that	our	own	abseil	rope	got	stuck	on	the	last	pitch	going	
down.	Everyone	else	was	done	in,	so	I	had	to	re-climb	the	first	pitch	to	loosen	the	rope.	
Twice.	It	got	stuck	again	after	the	first	attempt.		So	with	climbing	pitch	1	three	times	and	
pitch	2	twice	I	claim	possibly	the	first	double-ascent-in-a-day	of	the	Old	Man	of	Hoy.	

On	the	way	out	we	had	spotted	a	sign	to	the	Old	Man;	we	photo-shopped	it	afterwards	to	
better	reflect	my	experiences…	
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St John’s Church: 

Happy New Year everyone.  This note is to inform you that, at last, there seems to be a 
glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel.  Npower have informed us that a new meter will be 
installed on Friday 1st of February.  For various reasons as far as they were concerned it 
was deemed that we were not high on the list for the work to be done as a matter of 
urgency.  In consequence, as you are well aware, we have been unable to hold any services 
at St Johns for some time.   However, the Remembrance Day service and the Christmas 
Carol service were held in the Institute and I have to say that it was gratifying to have such 
large congregations on both occasions.  Thanks to Rev Peter Ridley and Rev Peter Boyles 
respectively for conducting wonderful services.


On another matter many thanks to all those parishioners, and those beyond, for the 
generous donations that have been made to the building fund.  At present it stands at just 
over £3000 and I know that Rosemary Mandale is working hard to obtain matched funding.  
The amount raised so far ensures that work can begin on the plastering necessary to make 
the west wall of the church safe.


I will endeavour to keep you informed on how the work proceeds and when services will 
resume.       Dave Sampson


HIGHLIGHTS : 
SATURDAY MARCH 2nd,  7.30 pm at Murton  institute. " LANDERMASON “, a 
musical duo from Northumberland who will entertain us  with a unique blend of Folk, Roots and 
Jazz. Landermason are the combined talents of multi instrumentalist  Fiona  Lander (vocals, 
piano, clarinet, whistles, saxophone and recorder) and finger style guitarist, ukulele player and 
singer Paul Mason.

Tickets and information from Tina Wragg on 01768353642. Do hope to  see you 
there . . .  .remember we are so lucky to have the HIGHLIGHTS scheme bring such quality 
entertainment to our Village hall.


CURRY AID UPDATE:  By the time you read this, Jesse and Alan Oddie will be on their way 
to Southern India , taking with them the Curry Aid fund from 2018. A wonderful Christmas Card 
was sent , by the Headmistress of the orphanage thanking all of us who have supported and 
donated to Curry Aid during 2018. It is very humbling to read their letter of thanks, and there will 
be another Fellsiders  fundraising event in October , for Curry Aid , a meal, Dishes from the 
Mediterranean.


FELLSIDERS :   HAPPY NEW YEAR to all our Fellsiders members. We have some interesting 
talks, outings and events lined up for 2019. Membership remains the same, £10, payable at 
Meetings in February and March. The annual Ladies dinner is on Wednesday March 6th, and the 
final count of votes and chosen venue will be announced at the February meeting on February 
6th, when one of our members Alison Caldwell is going to show us  how she creates gift boxes 
in a variety of fascinating shapes with her very clever digital machine, THEN we all get a chance 
to make our own box, or two . . . . there will be a small charge for materials, approx. £2. 
Remember Valentines Day is the following week, you might have someone to give your box to . . 
. .! We welcome all our local ladies, visitors £2. Details from Tina   01768353642, Joy . . 
01768352133, and Dorothy . . . 01768352798.
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Events	at	the	Ins;tute:		

January		

Friday	18th:	Film	night,	7	for	7.30	start.	We	kick	off	this	year’s	programme	with	“Death	of	Stalin”.	This	
one’s	a	dark	comedy	about	the	anermath	of	Stalin’s	death	and	the	in-fighHng	for	his	succession	that	
it	triggered	in	the	Communist	hierarchy.	Starring	amongst	others	Steve	Buscemi	,	Michael	Palin	and	
Jason	Isaacs.	

February		

Tuesday	12th:	Community	Lunch,	12	–	1,	£3.00	for	soup	and	a	pudding.	
Tuesday	12th:	Table	tennis,	6-8.	There	has	not	been	much	take	up	of	this,	so	if	you	are	keen,	please	
come	along	–	use	it	or	lose	it….	
Saturday	16th:	Coffee	and	Craic,	10-1	
Friday	22nd:	Film	Night,	7.00	for	7.30	start.	“Film	stars	don’t	die	in	Liverpool”.	Romance	sparks	
between	a	Hollywood	leading	lady	and	a	younger	actor.	With	AnneKe	Benning,	Jamie	Bell,	
Kenneth	Cranham	

March		

Sat	2nd:	Highlights	event:	Singing	duo	Landermason.	This	will	be	another	great	evening	from	
Highlights,	don’t	miss	out	–	Hckets	from	Tina	Wragg	(Tel:	017683	53642).	
Tuesday	12th:	Community	Lunch,	12.00	£3.00	for	soup	and	a	pudding.	
Friday	22nd:	Film	Night,	&	for	7.30	start.	“The	Guernsey	literary	and	potato	peel	pie	society”.		A	
writer	forms	an	unexpected	bond	with	the	residents	of	Guernsey	when	she	decides	to	write	
a	book	about	their	experiences	during	the	war.	With	Jessica	Brown	Findlay,	Tom	Courtenay,	
Michiel	Huisman.	

Look	out	for	posters	and	emails	about	all	upcoming	events.		

Email	Mailing	List:	

We	now	have	over	120	addresses	on	our	email	distribuHon	list.	This	is	obviously	great	as	it	
gets	news	of	our	events	to	lots	of	people	with	minimum	effort	on	the	part	of	our	willing	and	
hard-working	volunteers.		We’d	like	to	include	more	people	on	this	list	to	increase	the	
number	of	people	our	adverHsing	reaches.	So	if	you	would	like	to	be	on	this	list,	please	email	
me	at	jules@hiltonworkshops.co.uk.			

Foodbank	dona;ons	
Thank	you	so	much	for	all	of	your	donaHons	throughout	the	year.	Please	keep	them	coming.		
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Recent Mining in Scordale:       Carolyn & John Sykes 

The Hilton and Murton mines were worked for lead, witherite and barites from mediaeval times until 
the 1940s. 


Witherite (BaCO3) was used in Victorian times in glass and iron manufacture but was also used as a 
rat poison and the manufacture of explosives. In later years (long after the Scordale mines were 
closed) witherite was an essential component in the atomic bomb. 


Barytes (BaSO4) was used as a white pigment in the manufacture of textiles, paint and paper. More 
recently barytes is used for medical purposes (the barium meal) but chiefly in the manufacture of 
“mud” used when drilling for oil and gas. 


The last barytes extracted from Scordale was with Bill Wharton’s re-opening of the Dow Scar mine 
in the late 1940s. Bill lived at Town Head Cottage. Fred Raynes lived at Rose Cottage while working 
for Bill and recalls that on weekends, together with others from Hilton, they recovered very beautiful 
mineral specimens from some of the old Scordale workings, selling them to a collector in Penrith. 


The collection of mineral specimens became very popular in Victorian times and many individuals 
and museums started their collections at this time. As at Hilton miners supplemented their income 
by selling specimens to collectors. However as mines closed the flow of specimens dwindled and 
eventually ceased. Collecting itself dwindled in popularity during the first half of the 1900s but the 
potential for fine mineral specimens remained; in abandoned galleries and quarries pockets of 
crystals still awaited the collector. 


It was not until the 1960s that fervour for mineral collecting arose once again and the old mines and 
dumps began to be searched for their remaining specimens. In 1978 several members of the 
Northern Mines Research Society explored the Dow Scar, Hardside and Middle Levels of the Hilton 
mine and repaired the entrances. The Hardside Low level was blasted shut at the request of the 
army. During the 60s and 70s the mines were visited regularly by amateur collectors who recovered 
many of the specimens for which Hilton Mine is now famous. 


Particularly active in the north of England was Lindsay Greenbank and his partner Mick Sutcliffe 
and they (with their respective wives!) spent much time underground in the 
Hilton mines. They were looking in particular for the fluorite 
crystals which are almost unique to Hilton and which now 


form part of mineral collections worldwide. Pure fluorite is clear but most specimens are a vivid 
colour due to impurities. Lindsay Greenbank built up his collection of collected (and bought) 
specimens to be the largest private collection in the country. Since the 1980s public access has 
been more restricted but the collection of specimens continued into the present century. 
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Hilton Mine Fluorite crystals are typically cubic in some cases showing penetration as “twins”. 
Crystals can reach 7cm on an edge and show fine transparency and vivid colours with distinctive 
inclusions of other crystals. 


Access underground is now prohibited in Scordale but the specimens collected there continue to 
be collectable. Small specimens regularly appear on ebay but the best can exchange hands for 
several thousand pounds. 


� 


Hey Ho, Hey Ho…..          Anne King 
Just	who	are	these	people	heading	up	a	mountain	with	a	brush	over	one	shoulder	and	a	
shovel	over	the	other?	Well	there	are	more	than	seven	of	us	and	we	are	not	noHceably	of	
restricted	stature	so	your	first	guess	was	wrong.	We	are	in	fact	volunteers	with	Fix	the	Fells	
and	I’ve	been	one	of	them	for	almost	ten	years.	

The	Fix	the	Fells	project	was	begun	to	counter	the	problem	of	path	erosion	in	the	Lake	
District.	Millions	of	visitors	each	year	combined	with	our	onen-extreme	weather	have	
resulted	in	substanHal	erosion	to	upland	paths	and	this	had	become	very	unsightly	in	some	
areas,	and	the	damage	was	worsening	more	quickly	once	vegetaHon	and	surface	soil	were	
eroded	to	expose	the	peat	or	gravel	below.	A	large	loKery	grant	iniHally	provided	funding	for	
a	programme	of	path	improvements.	

I	will	say	at	the	outset	that	the	path	improvements	are	someHmes	controversial.	Some	
people	object	on	principle	to	interference	with	nature	in	such	a	well-loved	area	as	the	Lake	
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District.	Almost	everyone,	myself	included,	can	think	of	at	least	one	secHon	of	improved	
path	that	they	think	would	have	been	beKer	len	alone	or	done	differently.	On	balance	I	think	
the	work	has	largely	been	necessary	and	well	done.	Some	areas	of	untouched	path	are	so	
difficult	to	walk	as	a	result	of	erosion	that	I	deliberately	avoid	them.	Anyone	done	the	last	bit	
to	the	top	of	Red	Pike	recently?!		

In	some	places	the	path	has	been	essenHally	paved,	and,	on	steeper	secHons,	steps	
constructed;	in	other	places	machined	and	gravelled	paths	have	been	made.	On	most	paths	
drains	will	have	been	installed	to	direct	water	flow	off	the	path,	prevenHng	further	damage.	

Which	brings	me	neatly	to	the	role	of	the	volunteers.	We	can	and	do	help	with	path	repairs	
and	construcHon,	working	in	conjuncHon	with	the	NaHonal	Trust	and	NaHonal	Park	teams.	
But	our	regular	job	is	maintenance,	clearing	the	all-important	drains	and	sweeping	gravel	of	
the	paved	areas	so	they	are	aKracHve	to	walk	on	as	far	possible	to	encourage	walkers	to	sHck	
to	the	paths.	

It	can	be	hard	physical	
work,	someHmes	drains	
are	solid	with	gravel	
and	during	a	day	out	we	
may	shovel	tons	of	it.	
We	are	onen	working	
high	up	in	the	fells	with	
long	walks	in	and	out.	
We	go	out	whatever	the	
weather	although	ice	or	
gales	may	restrict	
where	we	go,	so	we	are	
onen	very	cold	wet	and	
muddy.	But	my	
colleagues	are	a	great	
bunch	of	people,	the	is	
shared	enthusiasm	for	
the	open	air	and	the	
beauty	of	the	area	
keeps	us	going.	All	in	all	
I	really	enjoy	my	days	
out	and	intend	to	carry	
on	as	long	as	the	legs	
hold	out!	
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