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Editorial
It’s been a busy me in Murton since
the last Villager. As you will now know,
the Instute Commiee was able to
announce that Eden Stonework, a Murton building ﬁrm run by Adam Knowles,
was successful in winning the tendering
process for the new Instute. Right
from the start we told the Big Loery
Fund that any grant we were awarded
would be spent locally to Murton. We
never imagined we’d be able to spend it
in Murton itself! So far Adam and his
team are doing a fantasc job as no
doubt you have seen when passing the
site.

really get a sense of a new building going
up.

Inside there is a great set of photographs showing the demolion of the
old building (more on that inside too…)
and the se1ng out and construcon of
the foongs. As I write, the ﬂoors are
being prepared at the Murton end of
the building. This includes pu1ng down
the insulaon, damp-prooﬁng and the
under-ﬂoor heang pipes. Before
Christmas we should see the ﬁrst of the
wall structures going up—then we’ll

Wishing you a very merry Christmas and
a prosperous new year!

Elsewhere inside we have our usual set
of features , including the travellers’ tales
of folk venturing on safari to Africa and
cruising down the Danube. If you have an
interesng tale to tell do please get in
touch in the usual way. Also inside there
is news of the next ﬁlm night, which will
be held in the Golf Club.
I hope you enjoy this edion of the Villager, the next one is due out in March
so do please send through any items for
it in good me.

Frank Price, Editor
Ivy House, Hilton

News from the Instute—saved by the bell...
An update on goings on at the Instute

As everyone will have seen the new Instute is very
much on the way! Our contractors—Eden Stone Work
of Murton have been pulling out all the stops to get on
with the work while the good weather lasts. One or two
ups and downs have been ironed out—there are always
a few of these in any project; it can all look great on a
plan but when you come to price it and build it — well,
that’s another maer!
As you will see from the site layout, the new hall will
almost ﬁll the width of the land we have. You will be
able to see the size of the new main hall (a full sized
badminton court!) along with the recepon area, small
meeng room, kitchen and toilets. Its been a long haul
to date but the results are now really beginning to
show. In the coming weeks you will see the underﬂoor
heang pipes going down and then very quickly the
pouring of the concrete ﬂoors. Hard on the heels of that
will be the steel frame and mber panels. We’ll all get a
great idea of how it will look by then.
Incidentally, as a tear was shed when the ﬁrst machines
turned up to take down the old Instute building—the
object of so much care and great memories—an unexpected surprise was in store. As the cladding was removed, and the structure exposed it was found that all
the main frame uprights on the Murton Pike side were
roed away – one of the uprights even had a mouse
nest in the roen wood!
When the Hilton end of the roof was removed the back
wall fell over.
It was quite a shock really for those of us who have
been worrying about how we could aﬀord to keep the
building going before we approached the Naonal
Loery. One is leE to wonder what a good strong gale
might have done in the next few years. A sobering
thought.
The photos show the story of the work to date
(including a night shiE!)—with thanks to Adam
Knowles, Paul Richardson of PR Management Consulng and John Sibson.
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And the construcon begins….
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Mrs Pinafore’s Cookery Corner
Following the success of recent recipes, Mrs Pinafore has agreed to write a regular column

This baked cheesecake is a very simple and tasty pudding
– it has a lovely fudgy texture, which is improved by leaving it in the fridge overnight. If you don’t have a parcularly sweet tooth, you could reduce the amount of sugar
to around 75 g without detracng from the taste. You
could obviously substute whatever your favourite fruit
is if you don’t fancy mango and passion fruit, or serve it
as it is.
Please send any of your favourite recipes to the editor.
Happy cooking!

Mr P’s Iced Lemon and vanilla cheesecake

with mango and passion fruit
Ingredients
250 g digesve biscuits
90 g buer, melted
500 g mascarpone cheese
125 g caster sugar
3 eggs
165 ml double cream
Zest and juice of one lemon
Two vanilla pods and/or 1 teaspoon of vanilla extract

1 mango
2 passion fruits
A 23 cm springform cake n.
Method
Pre-heat the oven to 150oC/GM 2.
Put the biscuits in a food processor and smash them
into crumbs. Mix them with the melted buer and
then p into the cake n. Press down to form the
base. Leave in a cool place while you prepare the ﬁlling.
Beat the mascarpone with the sugar and then add the
eggs and beat unl smooth and creamy. Beat in the
cream, lemon juice and zest and vanilla seeds and extract.
Pour the mixture onto the cake and bake in the oven
for 1 – 1¼ h. It should be risen and the centre wobbly
but not runny. Switch the oven oﬀ and leave the cake
in for another 15 mins. Then remove and leave in a
cool place – it is best served completely cold.
Peel and chop the mango into small pieces and scoop
the insides from the passion fruits. Mix together and
serve a dollop of fruit with each slice of cheesecake.

Film night—The Grand Budapest Hotel
Film Night moves to the Golf Club
Saturday 24th January 19.00 for 19.30
Bar open!
Not having an Instute is no excuse for not having a
ﬁlm night. So we are going to decamp down to the golf
club and watch in warmth and comfort. The steward
and commiee have kindly allowed our booking of the
Golf Club for our ﬁlms while the Instute is under construcon. The immediate upside is that we’ll be warm,
the downside that we will have to use their bar and we
won’t be able to take our drinks—snacks yes but only
drinks from the bar may be consumed.
So, our next ﬁlm is GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL, which
recounts the adventures of Gustave H (Ralph Fiennes),
a legendary concierge at a famous European hotel between the wars, and Zero Moustafa (Tony Revolori),
the lobby boy who becomes his most trusted friend.
The story involves the theE and recovery of a priceless
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Renaissance painng and the bale for an enormous
family fortune -- all against the back-drop of a suddenly and dramacally changing connent. The cast includes other ﬁlm club favourites such as Jude Law and
Tom Wilkinson.
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Phileas Foggy goes to Braslava and Vienna—Mr & Mrs Foggy are at it again
Where on earth is Bratislava said Mrs Foggy? Mr Foggy explained it is the capital of Slovakia (not to be confused with
Slovenia) and it can’t be too far because is only costs £25.99
on Ryanair from Liverpool. Ok said Mrs Foggy, confused but
always willing
for an adventure, let’s go
for it. So the
intrepid travellers set off.
Mr Foggy
loosened his
grip on his
wallet to allow them to
stay the night
before the
very early
flight. They
stayed at the
Premier Inn
near to Liverpool Airport
and paid £67 for a night in the hotel and a week’s car parking
in the Airport car park (booked on line in advance via Holiday
Extras). They took the bus from Bratislava Airport (the
Blaguss bus, 10 euros each) to Vienna which is only 40 miles

from Bratislava where they stayed for 3 nights. Mr Foggy had
researched lots of interesting museums including the Third
Man Museum, the Chimney Sweep Museum not to mention
the Contraception & Abortion Museum and the Funeral Museum but by sheer co-incidence Mr. Foggy had booked their
holiday at the same time as the Wien Fest, Vienna’s answer to
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the Oktoberfest
in Munich.
Mrs Foggy willingly missed
visiting all
those
museums
for an
afternoon at a beer fest – who wouldn’t! Mrs Foggy was impressed by the lederhosen clad dancers and Mr Foggy by the
talented young ladies carrying 8 beer steins at once. They
then had a ride on the iconic Vienna big wheel and had a
glimpse of the Lipizzaner horses returning to their very luxurious stables. The following day they visited the Schonbrau

Palace and then took the tram to Grinzing to sample the local
wines and were surprised to be given the local brew in a very
large glass with a handle (probably about ½ pint!). The following day they took the fast ferry (not a cruise!) down the Danube to Bratislava (Twin City Liner; a bit pricey at 30 euros
each!). Monday in Bratislava is not the best day to start sightseeing as everything is closed on a Monday! Mr and Mrs Foggy had a wander round the old town and round a couple of the
many newly built and mostly empty shopping malls. During
their stay they managed to visit the castle above Bratislava
and the Castle/fort at Devin just outside the town on the junction of the Danube and the Morava River. Luckily it was a
clear day and the views were spectacular.
The return flight home cost £30 each. Mrs Foggy is wondering
where Mr Foggy is going to take her next.
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The po1ng shed
Our regular column from Tina Wragg reporng on the Garden Trail weekend

Early this week, the ﬁrst in December, I walked around
my garden admiring the plants that were sll in ﬂower.
Osteospermum, bedding begonias, lobelia, petunias,
cornﬂower, cosmos and glorious scented roses. I also
noced some early, coral coloured pulmonaria, a small
forget me not and rose coloured lamium were also in
ﬂower along with new ﬂower heads on several hydrangeas. A sign of an early spring, perhaps.? Monty Don says
that we shouldn't be alarmed if our ﬂowering shrubs
throw up a late ﬂush of blooms, it won't stop them from
ﬂowering next spring. We all know what the ﬁrst hard
frosts will do up here!
We have enjoyed an extremely long ﬂowering season in
the garden from late February ll now.The spring was
mild and the summer outstanding for a fellside village in
Cumbria. The sunshine and warmth connued well into
September. A diverse group of ﬂying insects were encouraged to bask in the gentle sunshine and enjoy the
nectar from various plants such as lavendar, nepeta ( cat
mint), dianthas, sedum, helleniums, innula, rudbekia
and sunﬂowers. I read somewhere that every garden has
a "Golden Corner" where the sun shines in the late aEernoon, a corner to plant insect friendly plants. I will certainly be planng more lavendar, helleniums, verbena
and rudbbekia in these corners.
Of course bees do sll ﬂy on mild days during the winter.
Most bumble bee nests have died down, however some
bees such as carder bumble bees can sll be acve ll
the ﬁrst frosts. Shrubs such as the winter ﬂowering honeysuckle, lonicera fragranssima, ivy ﬂowers and hardy
wallﬂower all provide nectar for a variety of ﬂying insects. My lonicera has just come into ﬂower and the perfume is delighWully sweet, waEing over the trellis by the
coal bunkers.
Gardeners do like to do an "Autumn Tidy up" but a few
scruﬀy corners will help to provide homes for small
mammals and insects over the winter.

* Tie together the woody stems of herbaceous perennials, leave in a sheltered place ll spring, when eggs of
beneﬁcial insects can hatch.
* Make a bee hotel for solitary bees. Use an old wooden box, cram full of woody stems from teasels, sunﬂowers or bamboo, hang in a sunny place in the winter
garden.
*Try not to disturb the compost bin. All kinds of creatures can hibernate there, not only hedgehogs but
newts, insects, frogs and toads. Even woodmice.
* Make a bird friendly wreath, include strands of ivy,
rose hips , cotoneaster and teasel heads. Hang it where
you can see the birds enjoy their fesve treats.
There are plenty of chores to keep the keen gardener
busy over the winter months. However make me to
enjoy yours or someone else's garden. Get out for
woodland walks and enjoy our wonderful country side.
All the best for 2015, The Po1ng Shed.

Wildlife Gardening Jobs.
* Carry on raking up fallen leaves into leaf mould piles
leE under hedges and large shrubs. They make a safe
habitat for hedgehogs, amphibians, small mammals and
insects.
* Clean out bird feeders and squirrel feeders with slightly
soapy hot water. Fill with fresh peanuts and bird mix
when needed. Also make sure that bird baths are defrosted on cold mornings. Birds need to bathe to regulate the oil in their feathers, thus allowing them to control their body temperature.
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Sleeping with Lions —Richard and Anne King didn’t get eaten
Great excitement! We are off to Botswana for a camping holiday. We break the journey to Heathrow by joining our eldest
grandchild for his 5th birthday party. Then an 11 hour overnight flight to Johannesburg, a 4 hour stop over, & then a 2
hour flight in a small prop plane to Maun on the Okavango
river. We arrive mid afternoon to find a lovely campsite, spacious tents, a swimming pool, bar/restaurant, fellow trekkers,
tour leader, driver, 2 support team and, most important of all, 2
LC10 Landcruisers – one with 4 rows of 3 seats in the back,
with a solid roof, and canvas sides so that the 8 of us each
have a “window seat” of the wildlife - the other to carry tents,
shower & toilet tents, cooking equipment, food, etc.
We get to know our fellow travellers – an 80 year old Australian, who left Darlington for Oz 64 years ago, a 75 year old
twitcher from Surrey, a couple our age from Warwick & two
Swiss ladies who are corporate lawyers. A good bunch – even
if the twitcher did drive the rest of us mad looking for LBJs

when we were looking for leopard!
The next day we drive for 2 hours to the Okavango delta
where we leave our vehicles for a couple of days & decant our
camping gear & luggage for 2 nights into mokoros – canoes
carved out of the trunk of the sausage tree. The canoes are
propelled by polers, local villagers who propel the canoes
through the narrow channels in the reeds to our island
campsite.
Over lunch we receive our first health & safety briefing. Later
we will embark on a series of game walks on some of the islands in the delta. We must wear neutral clothing & walk quietly in single file. If we are spotted by the game we must follow
our leader’s advice. If a lion is interested in us we must stay
together as a group, to look big and intimidating. The lions
want us to run away so they can pick the weakest. Elephants
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will give 3 warnings, using their ears, trunks, and finally a mock

charge. We should have plenty of time to gently move away!
At night, if we must leave our tent for calls of nature we are
advised to shine torches & look for eyes. If we see any, we
are to retreat & try later. Later in the trip, in wilder country,
we are told not to leave our tents at all but to make use of 5
litre water bottles with the tops cut off! On our first walk we
see giraffe & elephant, & over the following day we get wonderful sights of wildebeest, zebra, impala and numerous
birds including Africa’s largest owl, the giant eagle owl.
After a couple of days we retrace our steps and set off on a
long drive to the salt pans of Nata where, in addition to the
usual suspects, we see an enormous flock of flamingos.
Then we are off to Zimbabwe for a night in Victoria Falls.
The falls are magnificent and there are loads of opportunities
for the adventurous to kayak, bungee jump, horseride (our 80

year old did this and really enjoyed it when his horse was
spooked by a mock charge from an elephant) and so on.
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As we re-entered Botswana we were to set off for another 4
nights camping in the Sivuti and Mareni game reserves. We
needed copious quantities of beer as there are no shops in the
reserves! It was Sunday & the shops are not allowed to sell

ing it’s lunch. We had 20 minutes viewing, only 2-3 metres
from the cat. We were assured that the game only see the
vehicle, rather than its contents as individuals, so we were
safe! As we settled down for the night our leader picked out
the eyes of a hyena. At 2am the hyena crawled through the
bars of our back up vehicle & tried to eat the cold box containing our food. Our support team chased the hyena away.
The following day was to start with a 3-4 hour game drive,
with a brunch at 10am. As the morning unfolded we saw
elephant, wildebeest, deer, birds and 2 giraffe trying to mate.
On our way home we stumbled across 8 lions with their kill
and had half an hour photographing them at distances of 3
metres or so. As we returned to camp at midday we saw
another pack of wild dog. After a relaxing afternoon we went
to the hippo pool for sunset beers but spotted a second leopard along the way. The hyena (a very smelly specimen) returned that night but was unable to breach our defences.

alcohol so we entered the gates of Kasani prison, where the
wardens club was happy to meet our needs. The night before
our departure to the parks we cruised along the Zambezi
seeing hippo, waterbuck, fish eagles, and skimmers.
Our first day in Sivuti was magnificent. It started with a lioness failing to catch a warthog, then giraffe, wildebeest, zebra,
3 varieties of antelope and then a group of 11 lionesses and
cubs gorging on an ex wildebeest. We camped in a large
clearing by a hippo pool with a solitary male resident. As the
sun went down a pack of highly endangered, and very rare,
wild dogs moved past our camp.
As we moved to Mareni our journey was delayed by the need
to repair a brake caliper on the back up landcruiser but a
passer- by told us that a leopard was nearby. Our driver
found the previous day’s kill in a tree & then tracked the leopard to bushes half a mile away where the leopard was digest-
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We finally returned to Maun for our last night’s dinner & farewells.
Botswana is a wonderful country, approximately the size of
France with a population of just over 2 million. Whilst there
are a number of local languages, the official language is
English. We saw no grinding poverty, but rather a very happy
and friendly people. We saw few other tourists, and there is
none of the 20 vehicles around an animal we have seen
elsewhere. We would recommend Botswana to anyone interested in wildlife. Our trip was “Wildlife & Wilderness of Botswana” by Exodus, but other trips are available. For those
needing creature comforts, it is possible to do the same in
style, flying from lodge to lodge & taking game drives from
the lodges. See your mortgage provider for funding!
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With thanks to
This edion of the Villager was sponsored by the Parish Council who fund
two edions per year. It costs us about
£50 per edion to print The Villager’s
piggy-bank is now empty so all contribuons will be gratefully received.
The Villager would not happen without
your help and support and all donaons, items and anecdotes are really
welcome - especially if they have a photo aached. A big thank you to this

month’s contributors not acknowledged
elsewhere: Gabriel Reid, Alan Ormrod,
John and Carolyn Sykes, Richard & Anne
King, Frances Sibson, Joe Davies, Tina
Wragg & Jules Price. Please keep the ideas
ﬂowing and pass through your pictures,
news and comments for publicaon.

Tel: 54013 PLEASE NOTE the change in
email address

thevillager@murton.org.uk
www.murton.org.uk
@murtonvillager

The next edi(on will be out in March
(ish) so all copy for number 59 please by
mid February
Frank Price, Ivy House, Hilton.

Fellside Annual Calendar 2015
Murton Photographic have returned with a new Fellside Calendar for 2015. Calendars cost £6.50 each and this
year all proﬁts will be split between HOSPICE at HOME and MACMILLAN NURSES. All the pictures have been taken
locally. This is a limited edion so hurry while stocks last to get your calendar as once they have gone – they’re
gone!
Calendar sales were going hot and fast from Murton bus shelter on Saturday 29th. Fortunately it was a ﬁne day
but chilly so coﬀees made on the gas stoves were welcome all round. We thought we might adopt the shelter as a
temporary Village Hall while homeless without the old place.
Donaons totalled over £100, for Hospice at Home and Macmillan Nurses, which will be added to all proﬁts from
the Calendar. There are a few Calendars sll leE so hurry and get your copy while stocks last!
Thank you to everyone who has bought calendars to help boost funds for these local support groups.
Available from
Marian Munro 52156
Joanne Egglestone 07880 366 708
Frances Sibson 52145
Lynda Osborne – at the Health Centre or 52807

St John’s Church
News from Gabriel Reid, Churchwarden

The Harvest Fesval took place on Sunday 12th October and we had refreshments at the back of church for the
ﬁrst me, and we shall connue to do this ll the new Instute is built. Our Carol Service is on Sunday 21st December at 4 pm. It would be lovely to have a good number of children there who would be invited to take the
ﬁgures up to dress the crib. Mince pies, coﬀee and tea will be served aEer the service. There will not be a service
on 28th December. New lighng is shortly being installed over the gate and very many thanks go to Jeﬀ Mandale
for making the ﬁ1ng. The bell tower is being repaired soon, so perhaps then we can ring the bell before some
services, this has not been done for a long me. Thanks go to all those who over the past year have cared for the
church by cleaning, arranging ﬂowers, providing refreshments, cu1ng the grass and to the sidespersons and
readers. I would like to thank Rosemary Mandale very much for her hard work arranging for the repairs to the
church to be carried out. I would also like to thank Alan Ormrod who oEen gives me advice on my Church Warden
dues.
With best wishes for a very happy Christmas.
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CAMBIATA NORTH WEST AT THE PROMS
Joe and Eddy Davies of Hilton are part of Cambiata, a
choir formed for boys chosen from grammar schools in
the north-west, formed to keep boys singing at a me
when their voices are changing and when they oEen
stop singing completely. Cambiata means 'changing
voice'. They meet every couple of months at Queen
Elizabeth School in Blackburn. Boys from Cambiata were
selected to take part in the War Horse Prom at the Royal Albert Hall this summer and Eddy has wrien a report
of their me at the Prom.
Joe and I were selected to go on a trip with the Cambiata boys’ choir in spring this year. This trip would entail
performing in the War Horse Prom on the 2nd of August
2014, to commemorate the beginning of the First World
War.
The week involved many rehearsals at the Naonal Theatre (alongside professional Naonal Theatre actors and
a director), three dress rehearsals at the Royal Albert

Hall with Gareth Malone’s Military Wives Choir, the
BBC Concert Orchestra and its conductor: David
Charles Abell.
As well as rehearsals though, we went to a Globe Theatre performance of Caesar and to the real War Horse
producon and the dress rehearsal for Kiss Me, Kate!,
which was Prom 21. It was a brilliant week overall,
and was thoroughly enjoyed by everybody involved.
On the day of our Prom, unsurprisingly, the adrenaline was very high within Cambiata; we were all extremely excited to sing in the Royal Albert Hall in a
Prom. The show itself was an incredible experience,
even if it was only half an hour on stage for Cambiata.
Everybody loved every minute of it, including me and
Joe. We both found performing in the Prom phenomenal; as I’m sure you would understand. The War
Horse Prom is to be televised on December 27th on
BBC 2.

Congratulaons
Congratulaons to Jean and Tony Allinson of Murton on the birth of their ﬁrst grandchild, Jakob Anthony, a son
for Elizabeth and Jan, born in Amsterdam on the 9th of November and weighing in at around 7 lbs. Very best wishes to all the family and to Jean when she goes over to Holland this month to meet lile Jake.
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And ﬁnally from Grammarly...
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